 Dear Parent/Guardian

I wanted to take a brief moment to introduce myself and let you know what you can expect from me during your son’s or daughter’s study in Math.  And, to some extent, what I expect from them.

My name is Rick Garner and I moved to Huntington about six years ago.  Although the majority of my life had been in the corporate world, I spent several years prior to coming to Huntington teaching Math in a nearby school district.  At all times I try to provide my students with excellence in instruction and, as a consequence, I expect excellence from my students in return.  As you can see from the attached “Classroom Code of Conduct” I have certain expectations of your child that will lead to increased learning, retention, and understanding.  Does this mean that the next school year spent in my classroom will not be enjoyable?  No, as I explained to your son or daughter, I expect this year to be fun.  However, as I also mentioned to them, the primary purpose of this class is learning.

Math is somewhat different than other studies your child may have at Huntington High School.  For example, if your son or daughter doesn’t understand all of the facts about the American Revolution, it does not necessarily mean that they won’t have a clear understanding of World War II.  In Math, however, EVERYTHING they learn today is based upon their understanding of what was taught yesterday.  It’s like building blocks…the strength of any level is more dependent upon the strength of lower levels than anything else.  For that reason, it is critical that you and your child not “get lost” as the year progresses.  I will make every effort to keep that from happening and, as I mentioned, I wanted you to know what you, as a parent/guardian, can expect from me.  Hopefully, together we can keep your child on track.

Huntington District policy requires that “Progress Reports” are mailed to the home every 3 weeks, with “Report Cards” sent every nine weeks.  In the case of learning Math, 3 weeks between Progress Reports can be an eternity.  Poor performance, not turning in assignments and various other factors that might take place between the formal progress reports being sent can be devastating to the student’s grade.  For that reason, it is my intention to send you an “informal” progress report every Monday.  This report will be given to your son or daughter and they will be instructed to take them home for your review, have them signed, and returned to me.  PLEASE, ask your son or daughter for this report.  It will list all grades (Classroom assignments, exams, averages, etc.) and indicate how many daily assignments are missing, if any.

Finally, as I explained to your child in the classroom, you should expect your child to have homework on a regular basis.  It has been my experience that Math is learned by memorization or repetition.  On average, they will have work assigned to them 4 out of every 5 days.  If your child tells you that I have not assigned anything, that may be the case, however, those occasions will be few and far between.

Finally, concerning assigned homework, I will make every effort to provide time for your child to begin this work at school.  A few individuals, depending upon their level of understanding, may be able to complete the work.  If they do, I have asked they turn their work in for grading.  If not, then they are asked to take the assignment home to be completed there.  They are expected to turn the assignment in the next school day.  Turning assignments in late will not be acceptable.

I look forward to working with you for a successful year in Math for your son or daughter.  My Conference Period is 11:24-12:11 and 1:47-2:34.  I can be reached at 876-4150.  Additionally, my e-mail address is rgarner@mail.huntingtonisd.com.  PLEASE, if you have a question or concern about your child’s performance, contact me.  I promise to do the same.
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Thank you,

Rick Garner

P.S.
I have asked your son or daughter to deliver this letter for your review, have you sign it below, and return to me.  I have done this so that I might be more certain that you, as a parent/guardian understand my commitment to your child’s increased learning.  Would you please sign below after having reviewed the packet?  Thank you.

Parent/Guardian Signature:  


